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I. PURPOSE: To establish policy and procedure governing a recipient’s personal property.

II. APPLICATION: All mental health services programs of Community Mental Health for Central Michigan (CMHCM) as well as those under contract with CMHCM for the provision of mental health services and supports.

III. REFERENCES: 
A. MCL 330.1100, 330.1728. 
B. Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Administrative Rule 330.7009.
C. Federal Register, Volume 79, Number 11, January 16, 2014: Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Final Rule

IV. DEFINITIONS:  
             A.   LIMITATION              		A constraint placed on a recipient’s right, which is 
 					documented in the recipient’s plan of service and approved 
					by the Behavior Treatment Committee (BTC). 

B.	PERSONAL PROPERTY   	Anything belonging to a recipient, excluding funds.

C.	PROVIDER  			Provides mental health services and/or supports under contract  
						with CMHCM.

             D.  RECIPIENT				A person receiving services through CMHCM.

V. POLICY: 
A. Recipients are entitled to receive, possess, and use all personal property, including clothing, except in the circumstances set forth hereafter.
B. A facility may exclude particular kinds of personal property from the facility. Any exclusions will be officially adopted and will be in writing and posted in each residential unit. 
C. CMHCM employees shall not hold or store personal property for recipients without Supervisor knowledge and approval. A receipt will be given to the recipient (or parent or guardian, if applicable) and another individual designated by the recipient.

VI. PROCEDURE:
A. Each residential facility shall provide a reasonable amount of storage space to each resident for their clothing and other personal property. Residents will be permitted to access their stored property at reasonable times and upon request. A resident (parent or guardian if applicable) and another individual of their choosing shall be given a receipt for all property stored by a facility.
B. Individual limitations: 
1. The individual in charge of the plan of services for a resident may limit the rights guaranteed by MCL 330.1728 if each limitation is essential for one of the following purposes: 
a. In order to prevent theft, loss, or destruction of the property, unless a waiver is signed by the resident.
b. In order to prevent the resident from physically harming themselves. 
2. Shall be documented by the treatment team and approved by the Behavior Treatment Committee,
3. Shall be included in the recipient’s record.
4. Documentation shall include
	a.  Justification of the limitation
b.  When and by whom the limitation was explained to the recipient (and parent or guardian if applicable).
c.  How long the limitation will be in effect, using an expiration date.
5. 	Shall be removed when the circumstance which justified adoption of the limitation ceases 
to exist.
C. Recipients will be asked to voluntarily surrender any and all items to which access is limited. A search by the provider is possible only if authorized in the recipient’s person-centered plan and approved by the Behavior Treatment Committee; or , if there is compelling reason to believe that recipient has an item (or items) that would be harmful (to the recipient or others). The following conditions apply to all searches:
1. A search of the recipient’s room and/or belongings shall occur in the presence of a witness. The recipient shall be present unless he or she declines.
2. The circumstances surrounding the search shall be documented in the recipient’s record including: 
a. The reason for initiating the search. 
b. The names of the individuals conducting and witnessing the search. 
c. The results of the search including a description of the property seized. 
3. If there is compelling reason to believe that recipient has an item (or items) that would be harmful (to the recipient or others) concealed on their body, a request will be made of local police to conduct a search. Such a search will only be conducted by police and with probable cause as defined by the legal system. Such events will be documented on incident reports.

Date Approved: 10/1/01
Revision: 9/24/02, 3/28/06, 5/26/09, 2/22/11, 11/26/19, 2/24/26
